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TIGER TRACKS 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Mark Ahrens ’73 - President 

 
What a great Summer! 
 
First, I want to thank the Golf Committee, for their 
hard work for what was an unbelievable outing enjoyed 
by all.  The sun shined on us all once we started. The 
course was in beautiful shape, and the food was great, 
along with the company. It is always great to see so 
many Alumni and their 
friends. 
 
The Halls are buzzing 
again as the students 
return to Amherst for 
the 2012 -2013 school 
year. The New Year 
means a new beginning, 
a fresh start. Your Amherst Central Alumni Foundation 
will provide some new opportunities for "our family” to 
make a difference not only with the individual student 
but the district as a whole. 
 

 
(First day of the 2012-2013 school year at ACHS) 
 
The Amherst Tigers are GRRRRRRRRRREAT! 
TIGERFEST, Thursday October 11, 2012 at 
LOUGHRANS 
 
Don’t miss this great Kick-Off Event for the Fall Season. 
This year we will honor the Football Teams and 
Cheerleaders from the past. Did you play?  Did you 
attend the games?  Here is a great opportunity to 
celebrate the big games of the past, today. We will 

have a special guest from the Athletic Department who 
will give us a Fall Sports update along with some special 
surprises. Go to www.AmherstAlumni.org to let us know 
you are coming or if you need help getting your team 
together.  The Homecoming game will follow on Friday 
evening Oct 12th. It is sure to be a great time for all. 
 
Welcome Sarah Carney 
 
In August after almost 8 months of meetings, our 
Alternative Funding Committee, which is made up of 
Amherst Central Alumni Representatives, School District 
Representatives, Residents and Businesses hired Mrs. 
Sarah Carney as the Alternative Funding Committee 
Coordinator. Sarah will be a liaison between the Alumni 
Foundation, the District Office and the Community. 
Sarah will reach out to business owners and residents of 
our community. Sarah will also be working with the 
Alumni on larger funding projects that because of 
budget constraints need outside funding. Our Amherst 
School District is like an Island. We are limited with 
new home builds, we do not have the large 
manufacturing companies that add to the tax base and 
we are now limited to property tax increases. We must 
work together to keep our school district strong. As I 
have stated before, a strong school district yields 
increased property values, successful local businesses, 
and a safer community. Please welcome Sarah. We will 
be introducing her to the Alumni and the community in 
October. 
 
The Educator Emeritus Dinner October 25th 
 
How can you thank that special teacher who helped 
direct your future, helped you at a tough time in your 
life, or who was just there for you? Please attend this 
year’s dinner and help us honor our 5 educators. Go to 
www.amherstalumni.org to register or for more 
information. 
 
The Amherst Veterans Memorial Night 
 
Plans are moving forward for the Amherst Veterans 
Memorial Night. This will be a special night to honor 
past and active military and those who paid the 
ultimate price for our freedom. Music, stories and 
special guests will highlight the evening. We will also 
be kicking off the planned Veterans Memorial that will 
be located outside the auditorium so that it will be 
accessible to all Amherst residents. If you are 
interested in helping with this project, please contact 
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us at www.amherstalumni.org or call me at 716-870-
1188. 
 
All that and our 2nd Annual Fund Drive in March “The 
Battle of the Decades”. Thank you to all that have 
participated in the Alumni events in the past. Let your 
fellow classmates know what a good time you had and 
that the Funds that are collected are making a 
difference in the lives of the Amherst Students of 
today. 
 
Go Tigers! 
Mark Ahrens ‘73 
President, ACAF 
 

2012 EDUCATOR EMERITUS AWARD RECIPIENTS 
By Virginia Rusk ’71  

The Amherst Central Alumni Foundation is pleased to 
announce that the following educators have been 
selected to receive its prestigious Distinguished 
Educator Emeritus Award recognition: 
 
Truman Beckley Brown, Ph.D., high school economics, 
history & social studies teacher from 1964-1991. Dr. 
Brown was nominated by Jill Forshee ’67 & Steve 
Greenfield Raikin ’67. They stated that “Beck was a 
tremendously effective and creative teacher whose 
sage advice, wisdom, guidance and mentorship inspired 
several generations of Amherst students to achieve not 
only influential leadership roles in their chosen 
professions, but also to become actively involved in the 
betterment of American society at the local, state and 
national levels.”  
 
Dr. Howard Craig, high school guidance counselor, and 
department head was nominated by Thomas Theophilos 
’80 who stated that “as an advisor to the student 
council, Dr. Craig performed tasks above and beyond 
the call of duty.  He offered trenchant and incisive 
advice, expertly moderated disputes among members 
of the Council regarding policies and procedures and 
was always available to the students.”  
 
Mrs. Gail Eisen, 3rd grade math teacher at Windermere 
Elementary School for over 30 years was nominated by 
former student Julia Savarino Spitz. “Mrs. Eisen was so 
much more than just a math teacher to her students 
and the entire school. Mrs. Eisen made her students 

feel special. I never thought of her as a teacher, but as 
my school mom, and to an elementary student, that is 
the highest compliment I can think of,” said Savarino 
Spitz. 
 
Jack Koch, Dean of Students, was also chosen to receive 
this award. Nominated by Detective Lieutenant Donald 
Wright Jr. ’67, Koch and Wright, a member of the 
Amherst Police Department, worked closely together 
with administration. Detective Wright stated, “I 
observed his interaction with many students and 
marveled on his ability of dealing with kids in a firm, 
fair and impartial manner. The respect the students 
had for him was amazing. Jack touched many lives, and 
in my opinion is likely responsible for putting many on 
the right track.”  
 
Miss Virginia Federico, high school French teacher 
during the 1970’s. She was nominated by Katy Wright 
Nash ’75 who said that Mrs. Federico had a special bond 
with her students. When planning trips to France as 
part of the class, she encouraged and directed her 
students, but allowed them to be part of the 
preparations. Nash said it was a “tremendous learning 
opportunity for us.” Mrs. Federico had a great love for 
the French language, and her patience and 
encouragement through the years made her students 
appreciate the French language as well. 
 
An awards reception will be held on October 25th at 5:30 
– 7:30pm at the Sonoma Grille in Snyder, New York. 
Alumni and friends are invited to attend. Details of the 
event will be posted on the alumni’s website at 
www.amherstalumni.org. 
 
(Reservation form at end of Tiger Tracks) 
 

SCULPTURE COMES TO LIFE IN HIGH SCHOOL 
COURTYARD 
By Steven Appler - High School Art Teacher 
 
There is no name for the piece, as it was a collaborate 
effort of seven students and four faculty members. The 
project was coordinated my Mr. Gordon Crock, whom 
you know as one of the main forces behind all the 
changes in the courtyard. 
 
The sketches for designs were done with students who 
volunteered to come in early and meet with Mr. Crock 
and I before school started. Student’s drawings were 
done on 2' x 2' sheets of paper and later transferred to 
sheet steel using paint markers. 
 
When the designs were done, we had a Saturday field 
trip to Essex Street Studios, working with Mr. Mark 
Griffiths whom I had met via my relationship working 
with him at Daemen College.  
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Students and staff were then instructed on how to use 
the plasma cutting equipment including the importance 
of all the safety procedures involved. At that point, 
each student artist worked with one of the assistants in 
the actual cutting of their design, which was honestly 
one of the neatest processes I have ever experienced.  
 
After each design was cut, students then hammered off 
the sharp edges using a metal workers mallet. Also 
during this time we were taken on tours of the adjacent 
studios and given a history of the building. We learned 
that much of the new work at Griffiths Sculpture Park is 
created through this studio. 
 
After our design day was over, Mr. Crock and I returned 
about a week later to organize the designs on the 
center armature that supports the totem design. Each 
design was then tacked lightly to the pole and later 
fully welded to create the final design. At this point the 
entire sculpture is sprayed with a salt water brine to 
promote the rusting of the surface and give it that aged 
patina.  
 
Once the sculpture was assembled, Mr. Crock, Robbie 
Battaglia (student), my son Zennon and I came in to 
work on the concrete base that the sculpture is 
attached to. Working with Mike King, the person who 
does most of the installations at Griffiths Sculpture 
Park and his assistant, we mixed, molded and poured 
the base. About a month later, Mike returned with the 
now rusted sculpture and helped with the final 
installation. As you can imagine, it was a great 
experience, especially for the artists who finally got to 
see their work during the first week of school. 
 
The students who contributed their time were: 
 
Isadora Bevan (Class of 2012) 
Emily Irish Ryan ( Class of 2013) 
Zoe Apper (Class of 2014) 
Zak Reynolds (Class of 2015) 
Kate Sloan (Class of 2014) 
Rachel Crane ( Class of 2014) 
Jane Edgington (Class of 2014) 
 
Staff: 
 
Mr. Crock, Mr. Appler, Mrs. Snyder and Ms. Godhino 
The inspiration was really loosely based around nature 
and life at the high school. 
 
(See pictures of sculpture at end of Tiger Tacks) 

 

 

11th ANNUAL GOLF CLASSIC HONORS, DON 
MUNSON, JOE PODGORSKI & GREG PIGEON 
By Ellen Marshall ‘69 
 
In the summer of “no rain” throughout Western New 
York, the morning of July 26th dawned with overcast 
skies and occasional windswept showers. Those of us on 
the golf committee, who had been planning the 11th 
Annual ACAF Golf Classic since January of 2012, arrived 
at Glen Oak Golf Course to set-up for registration.  We 
worried that the forecast might keep some of our 
golfers from showing up, but our event was definitely 
going to take place -- rain or shine!  
 
Our Honorary Chairs for this year’s golf classic all 
showed up in their best & brightest orange & black rain 
gear. Current High School Principal, Gregory Pigeon, 
surrounded himself in a grouping that included High 
School Assistant Principal, Rich Crozier; HS Dean of 
Students/Athletic Director, Pat Murphy; Middle School 
Principal, Mike Cornell; Director of Special 
Education/Pupil Personnel, Mike Belle-Isle; and newly 
appointed, Director of Curriculum & Staff Development, 
Tony Panella. 
 
Retired High School Principal (1980 - 2005) and current 
President of the Amherst Retired Teachers Association, 
Joseph Podgorski, fielded his foursome from the retired 
ranks and included, former Guidance Department 
Chairs, Howard Craig and Gary Runckel, along with HS 
Special Education Department Chair, Bob O’Connor. 
 
Our most “Senior” honoree, Donald Munson (1961 - 
1980), arrived with his wife, Ruth, and they served as 
“greeters” for the day by welcoming all the 
participants as they registered, purchased mulligans & 
raffle tickets, and enjoyed a barbeque lunch on the 
Glen Oak patio prior to tee off.  
 
As the noon time “Shotgun Start” approached, almost 
by magic, the sun broke through the dreary, grayness. 
With all the golf carts lined up for this “Scramble” 
format event, the bullhorn sounded precisely at 
12:00pm announcing it was time for the carts to depart 
to their respective first holes.  
 
At that point, the registration committee was finally 
able to relax over lunch before setting up all the raffle 
prizes and overseeing a brand new activity open to 
even the non-golfers. That event would be our 
inaugural putting contest which we entitled this year to 
reflect our honorary chairs: “Beat the Principals!” As 
the golfers made their way around the Glen Oak course, 
before teeing off on #1, they each took a chance from 
about 30’ to sink their putt (or get closer) than either 
Mr. Podgorski or Mr. Pigeon had done.  At the end of 
the day, we had five prize winners as Andrew Boccio, 
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John Eberhardt, Jack Dengler, Brian Blake and Rob 
Drake had each “Beaten the Principals.”    
 
By about 4:00 pm, our golfers were beginning to arrive 
back on the patio for refreshments, appetizers, and 
“last call” for raffle prize tickets. Thanks to the artistic 
talents of Lynn Phillips Ramsey ’79 all of our raffle 
items looked spectacular. There were over 30 prizes, 
but the standouts were clearly:  
 
-Set of custom fitted Titleist irons  
-Goalie stick autographed by Buffalo Sabre Ryan Miller  
-Gift certificate tree containing 20+ certificates to local 
restaurants & stores 
-Tennis & lunch donated by ACAF President Mark Ahrens 
‘73 
-Gourmet dinner for 10 donated by John Dengler ‘82 & 
catered by his daughter, Eileen    
 
Before everyone sat down to a delicious buffet dinner 
coordinated by Marilyn Rohl ‘70, Golf Chair, Lynn 
Wardour ’60 once again, saluted our Honorary Chairs 
Don Munson, Joe Podgorski & Greg Pigeon who have 
combined for over 50 years of exemplary leadership at 
Amherst Central High School. Next, Lynn thanked 
everyone in attendance for joining us for the day and 
introduced this year’s committee: Bob Laskie ’58, Bill 
Ehmann ’66, Jim Gallery ’69, Ellen Marshall ’69, Marilyn 
Rohl ’70, Sue Fretz ’73, Lindsay Wolfe ’77 and Lynn 
Phillips Ramsey ’79.  
 
Finally, the score cards were validated and the winners 
were ready to be announced. Drum roll please… 
 
First Place (all from the Class of 2011): Teddy 
Tiftickjian, Griffin Kramer, Jake Streubing, Joe Gallivan 
 
Second Place: Jim Gallery ’69, Dal Ackerman, Brian 
Blake, Tom Brown ‘66 
 
Third Place (all Amherst Teachers): Chris Dolce, Brian 
Davis, Jason Cyrek, Jason Beckman 
 
Varsity Golfers - First Place: Asher Pontikos, Kevin 
Doherty, Billy Doherty, Lauton Rushford 
 
Closest to the Pin winners were Nancy Riccio, Chris 
Dolce and Griffin Kramer -- on both Hole #12 & #15. 
Longest Drive honors went to Nancy Riccio for the 
ladies and John Eberhardt for the gentlemen.  
 
Finally, the day would not be complete without an 
acknowledgement to our generous sponsors: 
 
Classic Sponsors - $2,000+  
William Tozier ‘54 
Philpac Corporation in Honor of Don Munson 

Event Sponsors - $1,000 
Delaware North Companies - Jeremy Jacobs ‘58 
M&T Bank 
 
Hole Sponsors - $500 
Tom Brown ‘66 
Insty Prints - Dick ’72 & Joyce ’73 DeLong 
 
Tee Sponsor - $250 
Sue Fretz ‘73 
Jim Gallery ’69 in Memory of Roger Nicholson ‘53 
Dr. Benjamin Oppenheimer ‘96 
 
Green Sponsors - $125 
Joe Podgorski, Retired Amherst HS Principal 
Ginna Coon ‘60 
 
Please mark your calendars to join us next year for 
our 12th Annual ACAF Golf Classic on July 11th, 2013!  

 
Here are some photos from the Golf Classic 
 

 
Honorary Chairs - Greg Pigeon, Don Munson, & Joe Podgorski 
 

 
ACAF 2012 Golf Chairmen - Bill Ehmann, Lynn Wardour, Jim 
Gallery 
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1st Place - Joe Gallivan, Teddy Tiftickjian, Jake Steubing, 
Griffin Kramer (missing) 
 

 
2nd Place - Jim Gallery, Dal Ackerman, Brian Blake, Tom 
Brown (mising) 
 

 
3rd Place - Jason Cyrek, Brian Davis, Chris Dolce, Jason 
Beckman 
 

 
1st Place Varsity Golfers - Kevin Doherty , Lauton Rushford, 
Billy Doherty, & Asher Pontikos 
 

 
Honorary Chair -Joe Podgorski, Bob O'Connor, Howard Craig, 
Gary Runckel 
 

 
Administrative Fivesome- Tony Panella, Rich Crozier, 
Honorary Chair - Greg Pigeon, Pat Murphy, Mike Belle-Isle 
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ACAF President Mark Ahrens & Mike Melnick 
 

 
Philpac Foursome - Bruce Phillips, Lynn Ramsey, David 
Mitchell & David Phillips 

 
Bob Neff, Bobby Neff, Cooper Neff, Todd Grondin 
 
 
 

 
Jamie Franz, Paul Gorman, John Eberhardt, Dick DeLong 
 

 
Beat the Principal Contest Winner - Rob Drake 
 

 
Closest to the Pin - Chris Dolce 
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Closest to the Pin - Nancy Riccio 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Raffle Prizes with Ryan Miller Hockey Stick 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Raffle Prizes with Ryan Miller Hockey Stick 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SPONSORS! 

 

NEXT ISSUE OF TIGER TRACKS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN NOVEMBER 2012!! 
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NEW COURTYARD SCULPTURE 
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Amherst Central Alumni Foundation, Inc.     
4301 Main Street – Room 103 HS 

 Amherst, New York 14226 
www.AmherstAlumni.org  

716.362.8259 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Amherst Central Alumni Office is open year-

round on Monday, Wednesday and Friday          
from 9am-1pm! 
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October 25, 2012 
 

Cocktails & Hors d’oeuvres Reception: 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. 

Award Presentation:  6:15 p.m. 

 

Sonoma Grille Restaurant 
 5010 Main Street, Amherst, NY 

 

 

           $25 per reservation                                  R.S.V.P. by October 20th   
                      (Cash bar) 
 

 
Reservation Form 

 
 Detach and include with your payment. Thank you. 

 

Please make the following reservation for: 

 

             Name: ________________________________________ 

 

             No. attending: ________ Amount enclosed: $_________ 

 

 

Please make your check payable to ACAF, Inc., and mail to: ACAF, Inc., 4301 Main St., 

Amherst, NY 14226. For more information, call the Alumni Office at 362-8259 or email at 

alumni@amherst.k12.ny.us. Visit our website at www.amherstalumni.org. 

 

Cherishing the past…enhancing the future. 


